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The Directorate of Private Schools and
Kindergarten Reviews (DPS), which is part of the

During the evaluation, the reviewers observed
different educational situations, scrutinised

Education & Training Quality Authority (BQA)
conducted an evaluation of the quality of the
school’s practices during exceptional circumstances

students” works, analysed school’s data and other
documents. Reviewers also surveyed and met with
staff, students and parents. This report summarises

according to the designated Framework. the findings and recommendations of the
evaluation process.

Evaluation Summary

Classification of the
School Overall
Performance

Section Two:
Developing Students’
Learning

Section Three: Quality
of School Change
Management

Section One: Quality
of Students” Welfare

Sufficient Response

N
Evaluation Scale: [ Sufficient Response ] [ Partially Sufficient Response [ Insufficient Response ]
J

Overall Evaluation Outcomes

Sufficient Response Sufficient Response Sufficient Response

Key positive areas

The school’s accurate self-evaluation, development of Strategic Priorities Plans and its provision of the
Professional Learning Programme to raise teachers’ competencies in current circumstances.

The extensive range of extracurricular activities and enrichment programmes provided to students
based on their different interests and needs, and the care for students to develop their personal and
social skills.

The implementation of teaching and learning strategies with integration of technology to maintain
continuity of students’ learning.

The range of assessments used and the effectiveness in tracking students’ progress towards their
targets through the provision of learning support.

Recommendations

Further motivate and provide opportunities to students attending hybrid lessons remotely to ensure
their effective participation.
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Key Findings on Evaluation Sections

This section of the report highlights the ‘positive areas” and ‘areas for improvements’ in each section as a result
of the evaluation process. These were thoroughly discussed with the school’s leadership and reinforced with
examples during the evaluation process. These areas focus on indicators explained in the ‘Handbook for
Evaluating the Quality of School Practices During Exceptional Circumstances’ published on the BQA website.

Section One: Quality of Students” Welfare ‘Sufficient Response’

Evaluation Justification

The school conducts an analysis of the impact
of Covid-19 on learning whereby support areas
in core subjects are identified to develop
remediation plans. ‘Individualised
Educational Plans’ are set with learning targets
for low-achieving students and appropriate
interventions are implemented such as the
‘Learning Support’ sessions to individuals and
allocation of ‘Focus Groups’. Students are
assessed formatively and summatively and
their academic progress is monitored to ensure
their achievement of set targets.

An extensive range of extracurricular activities
are provided to students based on their
different interests in various areas. Students
enjoy participating in “Young Poets’, ‘Drama’,
‘Music” and ‘Chess’ clubs, and in ‘Frisbee’ and
‘Football’ matches. The  enrichment
programmes offered cover a range of themes
like “Positive Relationships’, ‘Healthy minds’
and ‘Digital Leadership’. Students’ attitude

Areas for Improvement

towards global issues is fostered in lessons and
through activities such as ‘Recycling’ in Junior
School and discussing ‘Gender Equality and
Women's Empowerment’ in Senior School. The
school offers sufficient opportunities for most
students to participate in lessons, whether it is
verbal, written or digital using their own
devices. However, in hybrid lessons, some
students attending remotely are not as engaged
in the learning tasks as their peers in class,
hence, their participation is less effective

Appropriate care for social and emotional
wellbeing is provided for students through
‘“Wellbeing Wednesdays’, introducing
‘Tootoot” platform for Senior School students
to report any issues of concern and counselling
sessions on issues like ‘Anxiety’. Students
exhibit exemplary behaviour and show
punctuality and commitment in attending
lessons and submitting tasks, and technical

support is provided when needed.

The participation of some students attending hybrid lessons remotely.
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Section Two: Developing Students’ Learning ‘Sufficient Response’

Evaluation Justification

In most lessons, teachers use effective
strategies such as discussion, project-based
learning, experimentation and self-learning
that develop students' understanding and
skills. Learning resources such as videos,
animated stories and digital tools and
platforms such as ‘Quizlet’, ‘PhET Interactive
Simulations” and ‘MathsWatch’ are used to
attract students’ attention. The purposeful
integration of technology using ‘Seesaw’ in the
Infant School and ‘Google Classroom’ in the
Junior and Senior Schools ensures continuity of
students  learning  during  exceptional
circumstances.

Teachers implement verbal and written
assessment in lessons to measure students'
progress and their achievement of learning
objectives. Open-ended questions probe
students' thinking and enhance their in-depth
understanding of topics such as counting coins
and adding money amounts in Infant School
mathematics, measuring forces using spring
scales in Junior School science and dramatic
and verbal irony in Othello in Senior School
English. Digital tools and platforms such as
‘Padlet’ and, ‘Jamboard” are used effectively
for written assessment, alongside ‘Exam.net’
for tests. Students receive adequate feedback in

lessons and written work, and effective

Areas for Improvement

support for those who face difficulties, leading
to the appropriate progress of most of them
and development of their skills.

Teachers plan lessons as per curriculum
expectations and appropriately deliver them
with clear instructions and seamless transition.
Most lessons are linked to real life issues such
as ‘Immigration and Unemployment in the
Arab World” in Senior School Arabic. In most
learning situations, students attending on
campus are adequately encouraged and
motivated to participate meanwhile, some
students attending hybrid lessons remotely are
less actively motivated which affects their
participation and involvement in their own
learning.

In most lessons, students are encouraged to
think critically, justify their answers and
express their views. They are provided with
opportunities to learn independently, research
topics such as ‘Ecosystem’ and “Evolution and
Inheritance’ and write extended essays on
various topics including ‘Conic Sections’ in
mathematics.  Students”  well-developed
technological skills are reflected in the digital
content produced including creating posters
on ‘Internet Security” in Senior School and 3D
Models using programming platforms such as

‘Tynker” in Junior School.

Further motivation to students attending hybrid lessons remotely to enhance their participation.
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Section Three: Quality of School Change Management ‘Sufficient Response’

Evaluation Justification

The school accurately assesses its situation
involving stakeholders and develops its
comprehensive ‘Strategic Priorities Plans’ that
are annually reviewed to fit the changing
circumstances. The curriculum is reviewed to
ensure content and skills meet the needs of the
different groups of students, and its
implementation is monitored through the
updates on the fluid and organic ‘Future Ready
Curriculum’ (FRC) platform, purposefully
designed to meet the school Intents. Clear
procedures are outlined in the ‘Covid
Handbook” to ensure the health and safety
requirements and communicated with
stakeholders. Moreover, the school leadership
demonstrated efficient response to the few
comments made by the evaluation team in this
regard.

The school reorganises its human resources to
implement safety procedures such as
temperature  testing and  maintaining
exceptional hygiene at school. The professional
competence of teachers is sufficiently raised
through the assessment of existing practices
using the ‘Teacher Self-review of Hybrid
Teaching’ survey and providing ample
professional development opportunities as
part of the ‘Professional Development
Programme’ (PLP). Areas of focus such as
‘Leadership and Team Dynamics’ alongside
more hybrid learning specifics like ‘How to
mirror a Chromebook” and ‘Google Jamboard

Areas for Improvement

None.

with Google Meet’" positively impacted
teachers’ performances in most lessons. The
school attends to staff well-being through
regular “TES’ surveys, offering the “Welcome to
Wellbeing’ course and both internal and
external counseling benefits accessible to all
school staff.

Material and educational resources are
adequately reviewed, and the school
infrastructure is continuously upgraded
through the introduction of new technologies
to facilitate teaching and learning during the
exceptional circumstances such as installing
touchscreen interactive ~Whiteboards in
classrooms,  equipping  teachers  with
‘Chromebooks’, as well as introducing the
‘Digital Leadership Programme’ to develop the
culture of cyber safety procedures and
protocols.

The school establishes various channels of
communication with its stakeholders such as
‘Springring’ application to communicate with
parents and conducting the ‘Mode of Learning
Feedback’” meetings. Sufficient connections are
maintained with the learning communities
through the connection with global experts in
providing PD sessions such as “The Magic of
Metacogition” and “Effective Feedback’, as well
as the schools’ extension of its services to the
local community through its Sports and Arts
Academy (SPARTA).

Evaluation Report of the Quality of School Practices During Exceptional Circumstances - St. Christopher’s School




